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Serendipity and Encouragement
By David Pulman

In November 2018, | had had enough of half a dozen disease ridden nondescripicsjusiaspped them
out. No idea what | was going to replace them with. Every time | left the garage this bare patch of dirt
face me down.

In February 2019, my kimearted neighbor Anna DeConti, invited me to Chapel Hill Garden Club to lis
to a talk on crevice gardening.

Now stone was a feature of the history and geography of the places where my wife and | grew up. At
land, Celtic and Roman Britain, Stonehenge, Hadrians Wall, The Giants Causeway, cobblestones, di
walling. We had an empathy with stone and it0¢
ing five stone garden sculptures. Closer to home, we were fond of an exceptional Irish rock garden, c

built and planted by my fatheflaw, with a wonderful collection of rock roses.

Listening to Jeremy Schmidt (Hortco: PDN) talk about ston¢®

the wonder of a crevice ga or
before we were talking seriously about the creation of a cre}.
garden on the sad piece of dirt opposite the garage. We w
tunate i n that our garden d
bonedé with plenty of 1 mpre n e

a crevice garden was very sympathetic to the garden desigf

Jeremy introduce
me to Cyndy
Cromwell who
was kind enough
to walk me through her crevice garden and show me the al
the possible. Her kindness was followed up in a similar ma
A ner by Sandy Horn who introduced us to the harmony of
c‘)IittIe treesdé in a crevic
‘s introduced us to great plant people who could help provide
pl ants that would bring Je
%] knowledge of PDN, Esther Wrightman (Wrightman Alpines
M2 | and Bruce Appeldoorn (dwarf conifer nursery) were incredi
25 helpful to get us started with an alpine collection.
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Twelve months after Jeremy and | started working on the design brief, two crevice gardens have be
stalled and planted. | cannot describe the excitement of inspecting the growth progression and flow

our first seasons plantingo many miniature beauties! Knowledge

and experience are being gained on a daily inéstskes have been
made! We are alreagy
in the first phase of

plant relocation. We 8

are getting more fun |

than we could ever
have thoughtgreat
stress relief in these
difficult times. Clare
and | have discovere}

a new shared hobbkneeling side by side finger picking

weeds from crevices. Who would have thought it!

Through a smidgen of impetuousness, serendipity and the en-
couragement of a host of nice people we now have our own rock garden, an additional dimension tc
dening passion. This has been 12 months in the execution but 40 years in the making since | cast €

Irish rock rose collection. Lots of fun ahefad.
See mor e ® fwoDakv iodh page

Welcome Another New Member: Tracy Trippiedi

| joined the Piedmont Chapter to be aroundnikeled individuals and ex-
plore MORE about horticulture in genefdlave a passion for herbs

(Rosemarfave), many flowers (lilac and pefawes). Currently herbaceous is
my plant preference.

I currently live in an apartment, but will be keeping my hydrangea and starting
a new herb garden. And | am open to creating new smaller rock gardeps that
include fairy themes.

My gardening challenge is 1. How to propagate Rosemary from seedsjor cut-
tings and keep them alive. and 2. Learning about smaller plants to incorporate
into the fairy theme, at least until | move back to a larger home.

| grew up in a rural area where | studied horticulture and animal husbandry. My plants won ribbons a
fair and | was on the judging team in FFAave always been around gardening from my grandma and
mother to my own gardens of all soMly. favorites were my bulbs and my rock/pond gardens.

| raised chickens, pigs, and sheep for sale to larger compaages.Girl Scout and a Girl Scout Lead-
er. Currently, | work in healthcaréhank you for including me in your cldb!



